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RELATION 


"OF THE 


Proceedings Ca TranſaRtions 


OF THE.LATFTE 


PARLIAMENT: 


Their Beginaing and Ending. 


With a brief account of their Expence | 
of the time of their Seſſion, and the Att that ©! 


were made by them, who were Diſſolved 
Deceiaber 12. 165 3. 


As likewiſe of Foure great Votes, 


"1 For Aboliſhing the Court of Chancery, 
2 For a New Modell! of the Law, ; 
3 For taking away the power of Patrons to make Preſentations.  \ 
That innocent Negative Vote of not agreeing with the Report " 
of the Committee for Tithes. 


And an account of ſome Reaſons of thoſe Votes : | 
With a brief Apology in way of Vindication of thoſe 4 


Gentlemen that appeared for the Votes, from the great 
OUT-CRY made againft them. 


LS - Ah Cm ———— 


By: L. D. a Member of the late PARLTAMENT. 


Macth. 5. 13. Bleſſed are ye when men Revile you, and Perſecute you, and 
Speak all manner of Evil of you faiſly for my Names ſake; 3 rejoyce and be ; 
exceeding glad, for great is your reward in Heaven. ! 
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To the READER. 


2B Ad not great Blaſphemy reproach and 
» ſcorne been offered every where unto the 
holy name of God, his truth, his wayes, 
2 his Servants, by evill men, to the great 
3 ericf of many fearing God, | be follow- 
ing Relation and Diſcourſe had never 
'H OZ) ſcene the light : the perticular perſons 
th great reproach and ſcandall,conld in regard of 


or-4001. per ann. or mores They thinking ſome more - 
qua 


To the Reader. A 

quall and leſſe burthenſome way might be found ont and 
rovided z and that their Wives and Children might have 
had alowance for their ſubſi ſtance alſo when they were dead: 
Many alſo were againſt their ſtanding on that old Popiſh 
foot of account us now they doe, 45 apart of the old Hierar- 
chy, judging it reaſon that as Archbiſhops, and Biſhops, 
Deans and Prebenids, &&c. were removed as Antichriſtian, 
ſo Parſons, Vicars, Carats, Re ors, Donatives,and Incum- 
bents ( ſtrangers to the Goſpel ) ſhould be taken away alſo, 
being of the ſame ſtamp: and that all faithful Teachers 
and Preachers of the truth and Goſpel, ſhould by Law ſtand 
pon a more Goſpel account, and their outward intereſt ſe- 
cured unto them accordingly : a ſhort Bil being by them of= 
fered for that purpoſe, but refuſed ; whether this amount - 
" eth to the deſtroying the godly Miniſtry, or whether they 
were their enemies, or rather their friends in it, they may 
pleaſe to conſeder.Readerif thou thinkeF that thou art com 
to Canaan the Land of reſt, and that there zs attained un- 
to the full end aimed at and intended by Almighty God, in 
anſwer ofall thoſe mighty works and wonders ( near anto 
Miracles ) that he hath wrought in theſe Lands : If thou 
thinkeſt there is already the harveſt of all that treaſure 
ſpent, and blood ſpilt in the late wars, then rejoyce and be 
glad: but if thou judgeſi God intended. greater and more 
high things then get t hou haſt ſeen, 1n way 0 f removing Wice 
kedneſſe and oppreſſuon, and advancing juſtice and righte- 
ouſneſſe, then beleeve, and wait, and pray; fo adviſeth he 
that 3s a well-wiſher to the intereſt of the Lord Chriſt, the 
welfare of the Saints, and the proſperity of the Common- 


wealth of England. 
' B 2 D. 
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An ExACT 
RELATION 
Of the | 
Proceedings & Tranſactions 


The late Parliament : Their Beginning 
and Ending. 
With a brief Account of the Expence of their 


time while they fate, and the Ads that were 
made by them, who were Diffolved the 12 of 
December, 1653. 


ax He Parliament that ſate fo long, and had ſo 
many Changes and Alterations, and yet 
was preſerved and continued : Was a Coun- 
ſell that God did highly Honour in making 
of them Inſtruments of very great things, 
many of them being very good things , 
as ts the Freedome and Profit of the people ; 

| Amongſt which, the Change of the Go- 
vernment frem Kingly to' that of a Commonwealth, may wor- 
thily be mentioned, as not of the leaſt, but of the greateſt, both to 
Religions Intereſt, and the Civill benefit of all good men, 

But long ſitting eontrafted du!lneſſe, and a kind of indiſpoſition to 


goe on any further to perfel} the work which Divine FRO 
B a 


[2] 
bad carried them on in wonderfully : Many of them minding more 
the greatning of themſelves, rather then the rigbting of the wronged, 
and relieving the oppreſſed people, and performing their promiſes to 
them ; ſa not proceeding toperfe@ the work of Fuſtice and Freedome 
ſo bappily begun and carried on by them, as inſtruments in the band 
of God. They became low in the hearts and eſteem of good people 
and Divine providence ſo ordering of it ( without which nothing co- 
meth to paſſe ) they were Diſſolved. 

And upon an bigh account for Godlineſſe, and the leve of the truth 
and Cauſe of God, and the Intereſt of his people, others were called 
together out of the Countries and Cities reſpetively, who aſſembling 
at the place and time appointed,after a large Speech made unto them 
concerning the ground of Diſſolving the former Councell, aud calling 
of this, there was delivered unto them an inſtrument in Parchment 
under Seale, delivering the whole power 6f the Nation or Common- 
wealth into their hands, to take care of, and to Govern for their good. 
It z5 very obſervable that of all that were ſo choſen: and ſummoned 
to appear for the end aforeſaid, being one hundred and forty per ſons, 
there were but two that refuſed the Call and worke, ſo unanimous a 
Concurrence was there found as to the Service : Though they knew 
well their Call was not according to ancient formality, and the way of 
the Nation. 

There ſeemed to be two Reaſons wherein there was ſatis fattion. 

Firſt, That Divine providence bad caſt it on them, without their 
ſeeking in the leaſt. 

Secendly, The neceſſity, as the caſe of the Common- wealth ſtdod, 
of having ſome to af and carry on affairs in way of Governenext, till 
there might be an Attainer to a better way of Settlement, by the 
choyee of the good people of this Nation, which was not to be denied 
to be their juſt right, and dearly purchaſed liberty. 

It was great ſatixfattion and encouragement to ſome, that their 
Names had been preſented as to that Service, by the Churches, and 
other Godly perſons : And witball, becauſe they were to undergo the 
trouble but one yeer, or little more : And ſo long they were willing to 

ſerve their Country freely,to their beſt abilities, looking for noreward. 


| The fourt Þ of Faly x 6 5 3. Thoſe thus Afſembled and Im- 
powered, did adjourn themſclves from Fhite-ballto the Par- 


liament= 
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taament-Houſe, to meet the next morning at Eight of the. 
Clock, and then to begin with ſeeking God by Prayer: 
which accordingly they did, and the Service was performed 
by the Members amongſt theniſelves, eightor ten ſpeaking in 
Prayer to God ; and ſome briefly from the word 3 much of 
the preſence of Chrift, and of his Spirit, appearing that day, 
to the great gladding of the hearts of many ; ſome affirming 
they never injoyed ſo much of the Spirit and preſence of 
Chrift in any of the meetings and exerciſes of Religion in all 
their lives, as they did that day. In the Evening of that day 
Mr. Francis Rouſe was called to the Chair, and choſen Sp: ak - 
er: and then the Houſe was adjourned to the next day : 
When the Houſe appointed to pray againe three or foure 
dayes after; which accordingly was done by the Members ; 
principally by ſuch as had not done Service before; when a[- 
ſo the Lord General was preſent, and it was a very comforta- 
ble day. But after the Houſe had ſpent the firſt day in prayer, 
and were the next day met again, after prayer, which was 
daily performed by one Member or other as they were found 
free to perform it 5 They then then proceeded to call over the 
Houſe, read and laid up the Inftrument of their Impowering, 
choſe a Clerk, and after a Sergeant at Arms, and choſe a 
Committee to confider what Officers and Atcendants were 
neceſſary to be taken in; and to conſider of the Fees and Sa- 
laries of ſuch as ſhould be imployed ; which accordingly was 
done and confirmed by the Houſe: Charge being given to 
the Committee that care ſhould be taken that none but ſuch 
23 feared God ſhould be imployed: About this cime there was a 
great Debate what name they ſhould give themſelves to be cal- 
led by,in as much as their cal was lookd on as extraordinary; 
divers Titles were propoſed, but at laft being put to the Vote 
it was carried, to call themſelves by the name of The Parliament 
of the Common-wealth of England. The lowneffe and innocency 
of the Title, having little of earthly glory or boaſting in it, 
induced ſome to give their Vote for that ; though others were 
much againftit. Thefirſt ching that was done was a ſolemne 
Declaration to the good people of this Common-wealth, and 


co all the world of owning themſelves a Parliament, and the 
B 2 | Supream 
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Supream Power of this Nation. Which was drawn up by a 
Committee, and then read avd palled in the Houle; in which' 
ſpecicus things are held forth, of the goodnefle of God to the 
people of theſe Nations, with intimation of what our indc- 
vonrs ſhould be, for their good : ſtirring them up earneſtly to 
prayer, and feeking of God, which ſeemed to be well relitl ed 
by all good people, 

Then there was a proceed to chooſe the Councel of State, 
of the number of thirth one perſons, which accordingly was 
done. The Powers and Inſtructions read ard paſſed. It fo 
fel] out that the great Grievance o! Tythes was caken on and 
debated three or four dayes,bur with lictle ſucceſs, for where- 
as all the Houſe for the moſt part were tencible that ic was a 
grievance fit to be removed. The difference was, ſome would 
not give way to the remove Ot it, till ſome oiher thing were 
provided to be ſet in che room of it : Ochers would have it 
removed as a grievance in the firſt place; and then co make 
provifion as God (hould dire&. In the Debate, difference was 
made betwixt Impropriators, and that which was otherwiſe ; 
and all ſeemed free and willing that Impropriators ſhou!d be 
ſatisfied the value : And therefore upon the chooſing of a 
Committee for Tythes, onely thac of I:cumbants was to be 
conlidered of. 

The Houſe after n.uch tine ſpent as afore, waved it till a 
further time and berrcr jeiſure; Then the Houſe was metho- 
d z dinto ſeveral Committees, for the better difpaich of bu= 
fineſs, ſo as none might be idle, bur all Ewployed in publick 
Service ; befide the Councel of State, fix or ſeven Commitrees 
werechoſen and ſet ro work. The Committee for the A: my. The 
Committee for Priſons and Priſoners, The Committee for Regulating 
the Law. The Committee for Juſtices and for the P8or. The Com- 
mittee for publick Debts. The Committee for the Scotch and Iriſh 
Afaires. The Cammittee for Petitions, Which Committees ſate 
daily, and cook grezt pains morning & evening, almoſt every 
diy in the week, to diſpatch bulineſſe, and make things ready 
for the Houſe : and many things were fitted and prepared, of 
which hereafcer, 

Mr, Lilburn about thir time Petitioned the Houſe, then his 


Wife 
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Wife peticioned, after ſome of Backinghamſhire, and alſo Her:- 
fordſbire,'likewiſe ſome in and about London: Laftly, fomethax 
called themſclves Young: men and Apprentices, who delivered 
a high and peremptory petition in his behalf; all which oc- 
caftioned much debate andexpence of time: The young mens 
Petition was voted ſcandalous, and they ordered to be taken 
into Cuftody, and accordingly ſix ofthem were commitred, 
one in a few dayes being lick, the Houſe diſcharged him ; the 
five peticioning,having been in cuſtody ſome days,and having 
been ſomerhing ftiffe, refuſing to tell their Names, inftead of 
being iclea{ed, were ordered to be ſent to Bridew-ll,there to be 
kept to hard labour, and accordingly they were ſent,and kept 
there, and after ſome time they being ſome of them fick, and 
having petitioned twice, four of the five were by Ocder of che 
Houſe releaſed, the other remaineth priſoner to this day ; the 
onely high piece of Juſtice the Houſe did all the time of theic 
fitting, and wherein there could not be much of honour, for 
it was but as the Lyon trampling on the Monſe. This buſinefſe 
of Mr. Lzlburne receiving and anſwering the Petitions before 
mentioned, concerning himſelfe and the Apprentices Periti- 
ons for their Liberty, ſpent very much time, and held'many 
ſharp Debates; ſome Members of the Houſe earn:ftly moving 
to have had his Tryal ſuſpended, and the AR called in Qcfti- 
on by which he was Baniſhed and madea Felon, that the mc- 
rit of the Cauſe might be looked into; which they profeſſed 
2gain and again they aid not doe it ſo much in the favour of 
Mr. Lilburn, as in the right of themſelves and their Poſterities, 
and all Engliſh men, which they judged highly concerned 
therein.But other Gentlemen of note being very oppoſite, no- 
thing came of the whole, but cxpence of time, and loffe of the 
love and affeQions of many good people, whoſe p titions were 
denied ; his Tryal going on, as ſome in the Houſe had ſugge*- 
fted, fo it came to paſſe, he was by the Jury acquitted, to the 
looſing the love of ſome, and to the fcorn and contempt by 
others. 

By this time many matters were fitted and prepared by the 
Committees, who made their daily reports, The Councel of - 


State having the preheminence to be firſt heard, divers things 
Were 
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were offered by them,ſome of which had been conſidered of by 
them in the incervall of Parliament ; many things paſſed and 
were diſpatched of what they reported,and which other Com- 
mitcees did likewiſe report, which ſpent not a little time. Bu- 
fineſſe came on ſo faſt from Commircees, which did cauſe ſtri- 
ving which ſhould be firſt heard, and much time loſt thereby. 
There were many particular things ordered and diſpatched 
by the Houſe, as The relieving the ſufferiugs of many by fires in ſe- 
veral! parts of the Nation ; ſome their Grievances redreſſed; ſome 
their Petitions and Deſires granted; ſome had Obſtrudions in their 
Purchaſes removed by the Houſe, The bufinefle of providing mo- 
neys ( all other things ever giving way to thae_) occefioned 
expence of much time, and great Debate of wayes and means 
to that end. The Fights at Sea coming to knowledge by Let- 
ters,the reading of them, the acknowledging Gods goodnefle, 
and praiſing of his holy name, the taking care to provide for 
the fick and maimed, the relieving the Widows of ſuch whoſe 
Husbands were flain,the honouring with Rewards the Chief- 
tains and Commanders, with the beſtowing ſeverall ſums of 
money on the Widows and Children of ſuch Captains as were 
{lain in the Fight, in conſideration of their loſſe of ſuch Huſ- 
bands and Fathers: all which were things juft and honoura- 
ble, but not done without expence of time. The diſpatch of 
Ambaſſ:dors to forreign parts, as to Turkie and to Sweden, 
their Letters of Credence,and Commiſſions figned and ſealed; 
the receipt of Letters from Switzerland, and other free States, 
the reading of them and returning Anſwers, may be recko- 
ned into the expence of time. The Councel of State choſen a 
ſecond time by the Box or Glafſe where every one put in his 
paper of Names,and thoſe that had moft votes carried it, ſpent 
more then one whole day. 

To omit very many things, . toward the end of the Houſe's 
fitting, the buſineſle of the Exciſe came on, wherc about three 
dayes were ſpent in paſſing the Rates particularly by Vote, 
The O!d and New Drapery, Hatts, Capps, and Tobacco- pipes, were 
by Vote exempted from the duty of Exciſe : The Bill follow- 
ing in order of the Rates, was very large of about eighty ſheets 
of paper, ſpent one wholeday in the hearing of it read; and 


there 
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thereappeared fo many ſnares and difficulties in it as to trade, 


as was judged no way fit to be put on a people that expeRteq + .1,., | 


freedome as the price of their blood and creafure, by them: 
ſpent in the late War: whereupon it was by general conſeng 
waved and laid aſide. There were divers Bils prepared by ſeve- 
rall Commicrtees, ſome of which were read in the Houfe, and 
others offered to have them read, but other buſineſs hindred, 
as, A Bill for Conſtituting a Committee for Advance of Trade. A Bill 
for Work-houſes, and providing for the Poor. Divers Bills for the 
Regulation of the Law, and making of it leſſe chargeable to the peo- 
ple, and more expeditious. 

There were ſeverall Ads paſſed by the Houſe, in time of 
their ſicting, the perticulars here follow. Viz. 

1 An Act for the Committee of the Army, and Treaſurers 
of War. - | 

2 An AQ for conſtituting Commiſſioners for orderiug and 
managing the Admiralty and Navy. 

3 AnAX& for the ſetling the Court of Admiralty, much 
time ſpent in fixing on Judges. 

4: An Ad for taking away Fines on Original Writs, which 
was a8 ſome knowing Gentlemen of worth in the Houſe affic= 
med, to the ſaving of the people of chis Common -wealth, an 
bundred and twenty thoufand pound per annum, only ten or 
twelve thouſand pound thereof coming to the State. 

5 An Ad touching the ſeveral receipts of the Revenue and 
Treaſuries ofthe Common- wealth,and the bringing them in» 
to one Treaſury. 

6 An A for Marriages, and the Regiftring of them ; as al- 
ſo Births and Burials; much time ſpent in the Debate abour 
Marriages, there being many nicities and difficult cafes rela» 
ting to that ſubjeR. 

75 An A for the more ſpeedy bringing in of the Arrears of 
the Exciſe, and ſetling Commiſſioners to that end. 

8 An AQconcerning the Planters of Tobacco in Glouceſter= 
| ſhire, and elſwhere. 

9 An A& tocontinue the Receipt of the Exciſe till the 29 
of Decemb. laft. 


10. An AR additionall and Explanatory for the fale of the 
remaining 


| | remaining Fee-farm-rents, and finiſhing che whole bufineſſe. 

's ?11 An Ad for ſeling Ireland, and making ie a part of the 
Sh, mon-wealth and ſatisfying the Adventurers and Soul- 
diers with Lands; which AQ being very large and compre- 
henſive, took many dayes Debate before it could be paſſed as a 
Law. 

12 An Aa for the relief of Credicors and poor Priſoners ; 
che fruit of it hath ſhewed the worth of ic,three hundred poor 
arving ſouls having been freed chereby,in and abour London : 
a Law ſojuſt and honourable, as England hath few bercer, wet 
palſed not without ſerious Debate. | 

13 An Ad for Accounts, and clearing publick Debts, and 
for the diſcovery of fraud and concealment of any thing due 
to the Common-wealth. 

14 An AQ impowering the Commictee of the Army to 
fate and determine the accounts of all Souldiers and others 
employed by them, for moneys by them received from the 26 
of March, 1647. untill the 25 of July, 1653. 

15 An AA for redrefſe of delayes, and miſchiefs,arifing by | 
Wr jts of error, and Writs of falſe judgment in ſeveral caſes. 

i6 An Adfor repealing of a branch of an AR ot the late 
Parliament, Intituled, An A& for Subſcribing the Ingagement ; 
which was much to the cafe and profit of the people, and to 
the loſſe of the Lawyere. 

17 An AtQfor the regulating the making of Stuffes in the 
County of Norwich .nd Norfolke. 

18 An Ad fora High Court of Juftice, coſt indeed but one 
dayes time the reading, debate, and paſſing for a Law, by rea- 
ſon of the great haft ſome Gentlemen made, pretending great 
danger to themſelves, and the Common -wealth, fo as no rea- 
ſons could prevaile to have it recommitted as ſome deficed ; 
or thai the Atts for Treaſons might be read,that the Commil- 
floners were to proceed upon, as others moved to have them : 
nor yet that the Bill might be ingroſſed, being to be a Law 
that concern'd life, for then it could not have paſt ti!] chenexc 

day, when ſome chat were perceived that day abſfenr, being 
praying at the Black Friers, might be preſent, and hinder, as it 
is [thely they feared, the paſſing of it z which had they done, 


they 
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they had ſaved much the credic of the Counſel, for 13 wiſe 
men it ſeemed a very weak piece, and cxperience hath ( thanks 
be to God) ſhewn there was noc that ſudden danger as ſome 
Gentlemen ſuggeſted, that did nor let to ſay (in anſwer to 
thoſe that would have had it ingrofſed 2painkt the next mor- 
ning )) That they knew not but by that time they might hav? their 
Throats cut. 

19 An A& for Deofforiftation, 2nd imp:ovemeat of the 
Forrefts, and of che Honours, Mann-:rs, Lands, and Tenements 
within the limits and perambulaciuns of the ſame, heret.fore 
belonging to the King, Queen, and Prince: a very large A, 
and comprehenſive in the perticulars; wherein the old Far- 
mers of the Cuſtome- houſe, that lent the old King money to 
make War with the Scots, were admitted to have their old 
Debts made Publick Faith to double on, to the ſum of two 
hundred teventy fix thouſand pounds, to the end to be ſure to 
have money againſt the Spring : Ic was complied with, and 
ſome very eminent and wiſe Gentlemen made others believe 
there was no queſtion but the money would be provided ready 
againſt the times,though other Members of lefſe note,tould the 
Houſe what they thought, even as it is come to paſſe. | 

20 An A@confirming to the Purchaſers of Sir John Stowels 
Lands, what they had purchaſed of the State. 

21 An Atforan Afeſment at the rate of one hundred and 
twenty thouſand pound a Month, for fix Moneths, from the 
twenty-fifch of December, One thouſand fix hundred fifty and 
three, to the twenty -fourth of Fane then next enſuing, for 
the maintenance of the Armies and Navy of this Common- 
wealth, being a very large AQ, and that which took up ma- 
ny dayes in the debate and paſling of it, there being a defire if 
poſſible it might have been to have abated ſomething of thac 
ſum, and that it might be laid equally: Many Votes paſſed, 
and very ſharp debates, by reaſon of the great inequality that 
was evident in the laying of the Tax, ſome Countreys bearing 
beyond their proportion, and ſome much lefſe, which made 
the burthen more grievous then otherwiſe it would be: When 

after many dayes ſpent in the modeljzing of the Bill, andit 
came to be paſſed, ſome Gentlemen gave their reaſons why 
C they 


[ 10 ] 
they tould not give their Tea to paſſe it for a Law, for the un- 
righceouſneſſe that was in it (and ſomething elſe) which 
had been laid forth in the debate. The great un<quality be- 
twixc County and County, City ard City, Hundred & Hun- 
dred, and (ſo of particular Eſtates, ſome paying but two or 
three ſhillings the pound, and others foure or five , yea ſome 
ten or twelve ſhillings for their reall Eftate, beſide what they 
paid for their perſonall : In which ſome of London paſſionate= 
ly complained of their being over- rated, they paying eight 
thournnd pound a month, the fifteenth part of the whole Af- 
ſeſment of the Common-wealth : when as they with great 
confidence affirmed,that they were not the fortieth part of the 
Common- wealth in value, as their caſe now was. The A& in- 
grofſed, and the Queſtion being put, the Nofs Cf as to the ma- 
king it a Law that very day ) had they been proſecuted to the 
pole, had hazzarded the paſſing of ic; it having been earneſtly 
preſſed, that it might be amended at the Table, or recommit- 
ted to be amended againſt the next day. 

A Gentleman that firſt moved to have the Houſe give up 
that morning they were Diſſolved, made this one of his Rea- 
ſons why he could ſit no longer with his fellows, becauſe of 
their dealing ſo diſ-engenuoufly with the Army, ſome other 
Gentlemen having ſpoken to the ſame account ; but as xo this 
thoſe that gave their No's in the Vote againft the then paſſing 
of the Bill upon the account before, can ſay they never were 
in Arms againft the Parliamenc and Army, nor were ever in 
Oxford or any other Garriſon that ftood in oppoſition to 
ther. And for their conſtant cordiall affe&ion ro them, they 
may ſafely ſay without boaſting, they have been bat a very 
liecle behind chem that have been the higheſt and beſt affe&ed 
in the Nation, what ever thoſe Gentlemen pleaſe to ſay : To 
indeayour to have the Aﬀeſment equally Iaid and born, tend- 
ed much to the Armies good rather then hure, whereby they 
might continue to injoy the love and affc&ion of the people 
unto them. 

22 An AQ for the continuing of the Priviledges and Juriſ- 
dition of che County of Lancaſter, 
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23 AT AQtouching [diots and Lunaticks. 

24 An ACT for inabling Commiſſioners of Parliament 
for compounding with DELINQUENTS,tr 
diſpoſe of ewo parts of the Lands and Eftates of Recu- 
ſancs, for the benefit of the Common- wealth. 

An AQ that coft much time in the Debate of ic, for that 
ſome Gentlemen fearing it amounted to the Toleration of 
Popery, did ſtrongly oppoſe it, and cauſed it to be ſo modeli- 
zed,as that it was never like to attain theend aimed at,as ſome 
then declared : Of which experience now can beſt declare and 
ſpeak. 

of A ſecond Aﬀ for the Conſtituting Commiſſioners for 
ordering and mannaging of the affairs of the Admiralry and 
Navy. 

26 An AR for the better and more effeCtuall diſcovery of 
Theeves and High-way-men. 

There was alſo a Bill brought in and Read and Debated 
for the Uniting of Scotland to the Commun-wealth of Eng- 
land, as a part of ic, with <quall priviledges, which ſpenc 
two or three days Debate in a grand Commitcree of the whole 
Houſe, before ic was ordered to be Ingroſled, being a thing 
of very great weight and concernment, being ingroſfed it lay 
ready on the Table to be read and paſſed. But the Highlanders 
putting the Country into diftemper, it was not put to be paſ- 
ſed for a Law while the Houſe continued. 

By chis time it will appear the Houſe was not altogether 
idle, nor at a ſtand in their work, ſo as there was need to 
have them diſſolved on that ſcore. Indeed much more might 
have been done and proceeded in, if there had not been ſome- 
ching that did let, The two great Grievances of the Law and 
Tythes, had ſuch friends in the Houſe; as that when either 
of thoſe things came into Debate, the Houſe was as divi- 
ded into two parts ; The one very indulgent, till pleading 
and making defence in their behalf; the other indeevouring 
the redrefſe of them. Great Counſels agree not in all things pre= 
ſently, yet is that no good Ground of their Difſolution ; 
That the Houſe was not idle, nor at a ftand, nor in an incapa- 
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citie; to doe the worke of the Nation. Though ſo divided 
as aforeſaid, may befide what appeareth alreadie, be fur- 
ther taken knowledge of by theſe Inſuing Votes which fol- 
low. 

There were foure great Votes, that paſſed in the time of 
the ſicting of the Houſe,web ſome Intereſts were much diſplea» 
ſed at, and they paſſcd not without great Debate. 

Ficſt, A Vote for the Aboliſhing and taking away the 
Court of Chancery. 

Secondly, A Vote for a new Body or Modell of the Law. 

Thirdly, A Vote to take away the power of Pacrons to 
make preſentations. 

Fourthly , That Innocent Negative Vote of not agreeing 
with the Report of the Committee for Tythes , Touching 
what they Reported, as the beſt way to <e& ſcandalous pro- 
phane and ignorant Miniſters, &c. Upon which followed pre- 
tently the difſolution of the Houſe, 

A little of cach of theſe, becauſe of the great duſt chat is rai- 
ſed, to the blinding of ſome, and inraging of others, againſt 
them that ſought not themſelves, but the good of the Com- 
mon-wealth in generall, and no private or particular In- 
tereſts. 

Firſt, For the Chancery, [c was Iooked on as a great grie- 
vance, one of the greateſt in the Nation, ſo many horrible 
things were affirmed of it by M-mbers of the Houſe, as thoſe 
that were or had a minde to be Advocates for it, had lictle to 
ſay on the behalfe of it, and ſoar the end of one dayes De- 
bate, the queſtion being pur, ic was voted downe. 

For Delatories, Chargeableneſſe, and a facultie of letting 
Bloud the people in the purſc-veine, even to their utter pe- 
riſhing and undoing, as by what was ſpoken and affirmed 
at the Debate. That Court may compare ( if not ſurpaſle ) 
any Court in the world ; It was Conhidently affirmed by 
knowing Gentlemen of worth; that there were depending 
in that Court, Twentie three thouſand Cauſes : That ſome 
of them had been there depending five, ſome ten, ſome 
twentie, ſome thirtie yeares and more; That there had been 
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ſpent in Cauſes many hundced, nay thouſands of pounds, 
to the ruine, nay utter undoing of many families; That no 
Ship almoſt (ro wit, Cauſe) that ſayled in the Sea of the 
Law, but ficſt or laſt putting into that Port, and if they made 
any conhiderable ftay there, they ſuffered ſo much loſe, as 
the Remedy was as bad as the Diſeaſe; That what was Or- 
dered one day, was ContradiQed the next, ſoas in fome 
Cauſes there had been five hundred Orders, and farce more 
as ſome affirmed. That when the purſes of the Clients be- 
ga! to be cmprie, and their ſpirits a little cooled ; then by 
a Refercnce to ſome Gentlemen in the Councrey, the Caute 
ſo long depending , at ſo great Charge, came to be ended, 
ſo as ſome did looke on it as it now is, as a Myſterie of 
wickedneſle, and a ſtancing Cheat. 

How fad a thing is It that after ſuch Appearances of God 
in the Land, ſuch a Court, in ſuch a way oft practiſe, ſhould 
be continned, to greaten the Rerayners to it , and praiſers 
1nic, by the ruineof others, eaging the fatt and ſweet of 
other mens labours and eſtates. lc is to be hoped ſuch wic- 
kednefſe is not Jong lived ; How did good people rejoyce 
when they heard of that Vote, and how ſad and forrowtull 
were the Lawyers and Clarkes, for the feare of the lofſe of 
their great Diana may be remembred : with their great Joy 
and making Bonfiers, and drinking Sacke when they were 
delivered from their feares by the difſolution of the late Par- 
liament. | 

The Committee for the Regulating of the Law, in pur- 
ſuance of the Vote, brought in a Biil for the Taking away 
the ſaid Court : But for that thece was not proviſion made 
for the future, and for the Cauſes then depending , altoge- 
ther; It was oppaſed by thoſe Gentlemen that had no mind ic 
ſhould be taken away; And ſoit came to be waved and layd 
afide, and the Commicrtee ordered co bring in a Bill that 
might doe all. 

The Members of that Committee, having many of them 
occaſion to be abſent in the Countrey, in fetching up and 


ſectling their Families before Winter, Nothing was whe 
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LEST: 
ill coward the Term, when a Bill was brought in and read 
in the Houſe : that was looked on by many as the waſhing of 
the Blackamore, or pruning or lopping evill branches, where 
3 or four in a litcle cime will come in ſtead of one cut off. Up- 
on Debate it came to the Queftion, and was carried in the 
Negative, and caſt out. 

Then ſhortly after another Bill was brought in and read, 
which to very many ſeemed to be a ſetting up of two Courts, 
rather then a caſting down one, and an Eftabliſhing of the 
Chancery, rather then a Taking of ie away : Some Gentle- 
men of great Note of the Long Robe, had a hand in it ; that 
It is likely will never ſpoyle their own Trade; The Bill 
by very many, after a long and ſharp Debate, was jadged 
ſhort of the End aimed at, and being put to the Queſſion, 
ic paſſed in the Negative, and was alſo caſtout ; ac which 
ſome of thoſe Gentlemen aforeſaid , were very much dif- 
pleaſed. 

The Term by this time wgs begun, and the people not eafſ- 
ed as was hoped it weuld have been, at which thoſe Mcem- 
bers that carried the Vote for putting down that Corrupt 
Court, were ſorely vexed and troubled, who took lictle 
delight to come through the Hall, and to ſee the Corrupt 
Trade going on ; ſome of chem moved to have had the Court 
ſuſpended for three weeks or a Month, till ſomthing might 
be done in it, but it was not conſented unto, or thought 
fit, and ſo the Term and Trade of the Law went on, and 
the Committee went to work again : and by this time, ſome 
other Members of that Committee, that were not ſuch great 
Zealots for the upholding of that Court, were come to Town, 
ſo as a Bill was modelized and prepared, which they of the 
Committee thought would anſwer the end, and beto the li- 
King of the Houſe; in which was provided for the taking 
down the Court, and for the diſpatch of the Cauſes depend- 
ing, and providing for the future in a ſummary way, ſo as 
any ordinary Cauſe might be determined and ended for twen- 
ty or forty ſhillings, and ina very ſhort time, and much firife 
and going to Law prevented. 
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But the Houſe being full of bufineſſe, there was no oppor- 
tunity co tender it, and fo they ler it alone ill a fixter time, 
and more leiſure, 

If a Copy of that intended Bill were Printed, it might be 
judged what their intentions were ; for that after in was got 
In and twice read in the Houſe in one day. 

The ſecond Vote which was for a New body of the Law, 
paſſed not wichont a large Debate ; the Clerk in drawing up 
the Queſtion, put the word Body in ſtead of Model, which ſome 
Members, for the paſſing of the Vote before and after, defired 
to have had altered : but others, [overs of the Law as now ir 
is, oppoſed the alceration of the word, being very angry ac 
the vote, and ſo it went as it was, with ſome {ceming difad- 
vantage, by means of the word Body, which ſome of thoſe a- 
foreſaid being angry, would needs fancy, and accordingly 
reported, as if it were intended to deſtroy the Law, and take 
away the Laws we had been fighting for all this while as our 
birth-right and inheritance. 

And ſuch anoife was made about it, that made many be- 
lieve that the Houſe was modelized of Monſters, rather then 
men of reaſon and judgment. 
Therewerevery ſober and moderate Gentlemen, in the ac- 

count of all men, that concurred heartily in this vote, ſuch as 
upon whom lictle blemiſh will ſtick, 

The Reaſons, or ſome of them that were alledged in the 
Debate producing this vote, was the intricacy, uncertainty, 
and incongruity In many things with the word of God, and 
right reaſon, in the Laws as now they are. 

Firſt, whereas the Laws ought to be eaſfie, plain, and ſhort, 
fo as they that were to be ſubje& to them, and have benetir by 
them, might be able to know and: underfland them in ſome 
good meaſure. 

They are now fo voluminous, and thereby intricate and 
uncertain, dark and concealed, as few are able to come to the 
knowledge of them. Thoſe of the profeſſion of the Law dif- 
fering in very many caſes, what the Law is, and being of ſe- 
verall opinions about this and the other thing: And then 


how ſhould others, though bighly concerned, be able to un- 
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derftand them ; and their Intereft therein contained. There 
being ſo many Law-Bookes of great Bulke, ſo many. old 
muftic Records, Reports, and Book- Caſes ; As that after the 
rime ſpent in Schoo]-learning, the reſt of the Time of the 
flower ofa mans yeares, would be little enough to reade them 
over, and peruſe them. 

And beſide, thoſe Records and Book- Caſes are very ill 
Guides or Lights to goe by, for who knoweth the Circum- 
ances that did attend them, which alters oft times the whole 
Caſe; who knoweth whither in thoſe Caſes, bribery did not 
make the Judgement, or the powerfullneſſe of ſome great 
man, or the love or hatred of the Judge, or the Negligence 
or Corruption of the Advocate, And belides, in thoſe Law- 
Caſes, ſome preſidents aredireQly Contrary to others ; And 
an Advocate or Coun(ell alledgeth one Caſe or Report, and 
another another : and then the Judge follo:veth which he 
pleaſeth : how Arbitrary is the Law in this Caſe? andat 
what uncertainty are the great Incerefts and proprieties of 
men ? 

Befide, how various are the Cuftoms, which notwithſtand- 
ing paſſeth for Law? Ulually unknown, but to ſome old 
men of the place,which though it be never ſo unrighteous and 
unreaſonable, Time out of minde, carries it. How bulky and 
voluminous are the Statute Books? and of ſo great a price 
as fewareableto buy them, and ſo large that few can ſpare 
time to read them, toknow their right,and how they are con- 
cerned in them; and yet they muſt be judged, and ſtand or fall 
by them. And many times ſome old muſty Statute ofa hun- 
dred years old, and more imprinted, is found and made uſe of 
by ſome crafty Lawyer, to the undoing of an honeft man that 
meant no hurt, nor knew any thing at all of the danger. Up- 
on ſomething held forth co this effeft, the Vote was 
carried for a New body or model of the Law, and a Com- 
mittee choſen to that end, who met often, and had the 
helpe of ſome Gentlemen of worth, that have deſerved 
well of their Countrey, being true Patriots: who liked 
well the thing, as very uſefull and defireable : Ic being 
not a dellroying of the L A W, or putting it downe, 
as 
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as ſome ſcand alouſly reported : But a reducing the whol- 
ſomeyJuit, and good L.1ws into a Body, from them that are 
uſcleſs.and out of date ; (uch as concerned the Biſhops, and 
_ holy Church (fo called) and were made in favour of Kings 
and the luſtsof great men, of which there are very many: 
the Law of God being eyed, andright Reaſon looked unto 
- inall - there being ſome of the Laws that are contrary to 
both : as the putting men to death for Theft, The ſpa- 
ring the lives of men for Murther, under the notion 
and name of Manſlaughter, a term, and diftin&ion no 
found in the righteous Law of God: And chat unreaſonable 
Law,thas if a Waggon or Cart, &c. driven by the ownery 
or ſome other, wich never fo great care, and endeavour, fall, 
and kill any perfon, the owner, though ie were his own ſon 
' orſervantcould noway help it, ſhall looſe his Horſe and 
Waggon by the.prophane and (aperftitious name of Deo- 
dand; And tbe owners of the goods ſhall looſe them alſoup: 
on the ſame account, though they were as innocent as Abel: 
other infkances might alfo be given. 

The way the Commiceee took in order to their work, 
which muſt needs be elaborate; was by reducing the ſeveral 
Laws to their propezr heads, co which chey did belong: and 
ſo modelizing or imbodying of chem, taking knowledge of 
the natureofchem, and what the Law of God ſaid in the 
caſe, and how agrecable to right reaſon they were; likewiſe 
how proporcionable che puniſhment was co the off:nce or 
crime; and wherein there ſeemed any thing either deficient, 
or exceflive, tooffer a ſupply and remedie, in order to reQi- 
fying the whole : The Committee began wich Criminals; 
Treaſon being the higheſt, they conlidered the Kinds: what 
was meettobe adjudged treaſon,in a free Common: wealth; 
and what was meet to be the puniſhment of Grand and 
Pettie Treaſon: Then they proceeded to Murther, the kinds 
of it, and what wasto beſo adjudged, and the puniſhment 
thereof. Thelike they intended concerning Theft, and af- 
terto haveaſertained and ſecured propertie; As alſo the ex+ 
cecutive part of the Law : ſoasa perſon ſhould notneed to 
looſe,or part with one propertie, to ſecure and keep another, 
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property of their Cow, to keep the property of their Horſe; 
and one peice or parcel of Land to preſerve and keep anos 
ther. Which Body of Law when modelized, was to be re- 
ported to the Houſe to be confidered of, and paſſed by them 
as they ſhould ſee cauſe: A woik great, and of high and 
great eſteem wich many, for the great fruit and behefic that 
would come by it : By which means the great volumes of 
Law would come to be reduced into the bigneſs of a pockes 
book, as it is proportionable in New- England, and elſewhere: 
A thing of ſo great worth and benefit as England is not y ec 
worthy of , nor likely in a ſhort time to beſo bleffed as co 
injoy. And chis being the crue End and Endeavour of thoſe 
Members that laboured in that Commictee, it is ſubmitted 
eoevery godly (and rationall) man in the Nation, whether 
(as is moſt falſly and wickedly reported, and charged upon 
perſons aQing in ſo much love totheir Countre y) theic en- 
deayours tended to deſtroying the whole Laws, and pulling 
them up by the roots. 

The third Vote was the taking away of patrons Prefenta. 
tions,which thing is one of the firong holds of Satan: Atthe 
paſſing of this Vote ſome Gentlemen were greatly offended; 
pretending it was a deftroying, and taking away proprietie: 
The Gentleman that moved firſt to have the Houſe liffolved, 
made this one of his great Reaſons why he could ficno lon» 
ger with his fellows, being very conſcious, like thoſe that 
fumble at a ſtraw,and yet leapover a block: Tith mint,and 
Commingand negle&the great things of the Law: This Vote 
after aſharp Debate was carried in,in which very ſober Gen* 
tlemen concurred, ſuch as are not blemiſhed, as SeQaries, or 
Levellers: Though they had of this kind of propertie them- 
ſelves, ſome ewoor three a peece, that out of conſcience for 
the better advance of the knowledg of the Goſpel, and In* 
tereſt of the Lord Chrift,they were willing topart with their 
right herein. 

The nature of this propriety may be alittle minded , be- 
cauſe of the great outcry that is erery where made, Oh the, 
Parliamene men, many of them areſuch as would deſtroy ail 
property: As ifthey had nonethem(elves, when as though 
all of them had not very bulkie Eſtates; yet they had frec 
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Eſtates, and were not of broken Fortunes, or ſuch as owed 
great ſummes of money, ten thouſand pounds and more, 
and thoſe to whom they were ſoin debe knew not how to 
geta penny of ir,but flood in need of priviledg and prote&i- 
on.as formerly it hath been: The nature of this property 
looked into, and confidered, will appear to be partly of an 
carthly,and partly of ſpiricual nature; Theſe two mixed and 
| wilted together, make up this right or property : of having 
power to preſent a Perſon to be Miniſter there. To have the 
earthly,or civil advantag'd Tithes,and offerings,and Gleab 
land if chere be any;and to have the morereligious,or ſpirt: 
tual right and Intereiizthe cure and care of ſoals,of all livin; 
within that circumference called a Pariſh, and ro have the 
right to officiat to God,and man there; And is not this pro- 
perty worth the ſtanding for?io beLord Patron,fo as he may 
oper: the doore to whom ke pleafeth ; And be ſure he let in: 
ſuch a one as wil comply,& ſerve his intereft,and wink at his 
vitious courſes,and not vex and difquiet his greatnes by tel- 
ling him of his faults,as ſomtime obs Baptiſt did Herod;or as 
thoſe, which prophanely they call Puritans, and SeQarian 
Minifters uſe to do. . 

But ſeeing to ſell this property, were no le[s then the fin 
of Simony,what worldly advantage can he make of it: thur, 
if the Church be full (ſo they blaſphemouily call ie) Chritt 
being the only fulnes of the Church:And not fome ignorant 

rophanegand lzfie Prieft: That isa miſerable fulneſs; with 
which ſome Churches ({o called} arefilled; In ſuch a cafeof 
fulneſs the Lord Patron may ſel! the reverſion for a confide-- 
rableſum of money, toſome one or other that hath ſenc his 
Son to Oxford, or Eambridge, to learn the Art of Logick,and 
Philoſophie;By which Craft he may know how co get his li- 
ving another day : Andfotheold Incumbent cCying , this 
young Artiſt cometh tobe preſented one, to enterand take 
profil flionzand foto evjoy his portion his Father provided fos 
him-The Gleab,the Tiches,and oblations, Together with the 
care,and cure of ſouls, arg rightof cfliciating to God, and 
man there, for this his Fat%er bought. and purchaſed for 
him, and who ſhall take it from him. Bot if «ne Church be 
empty, that is, ofa Prieſt; then all his propnin amountetn 
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but to a ſhadow,unleſs it be ſure to put in one thar being bee» 
holding to him, ſhall be ſare co ſerve him, and co forbear his 
lufts; or elſe marry his Kinſwoman, or his Wives Gentlewo= 
man,or Chambermaid: in conſideration of being preſented 
to be ſetled there: But can this work of darkneſs, and root of 
Iniquity,abide thelight,or look in the face,withour bluſhing 
the glorious light of che Goſpel that now ſhineth in this our 
horizon: Is not this property, a relick of the Merchandiſe of 
the great Whore, Revz/: 18. 13, that buyeth, and (elleth a «+ 
monegſt other wares the ſouls of men. What a (ad acccunt 
havethe moſt of theſe proprietore,theſe preſenters, and pre- 
ſented eo make,for the many thouſand ſouls , that have pe- 
riſhed by their means. 

Bur doth that Gentleman that made this one of his Rea- 
ſons as before, why hecould fic no longer with his fellows to 
do the work of the Common=-wealth, think indeed, and is is 
really hisJadgment,thas a Parliament or Supream Authori- 
ty, have nothing todo eo meddle with propriety ; (o as is 
ſhould be fo great an offence, to meddle with the ayrcie pro-« 
perty of preſentations: Sure upon confideration he and thoſe 
Gentlemen that were ſo offended, cannot but think other - 
wiſe. That the Parliament may for a common good meddle 
wich,and cake away propriety,of a higher nature then Pre« 
ſentatione,and of higher, and more nigh concernment: eſpe* 
cially when particular mens propriety is prejudicial co com» 
mon good,ſ(o as the whole is profited by the laſs of particu- 
lar perſons,he ſurely was one of them that gave his yea for 
the pafling of the Bill for the monethly Aſſ:NTement,notwith- 
Randing it medled with propriety,even the fifth part of the 
yearly Revenae,and Incomb of moſt men,and ſure he cannor 
but chink they might do it in order to paſs like good, with- 
cut any deſtroying propriety 3 Though many are az unwil- 
ling to part with it, as thoſe Gentlemencan be topart with 
their propriety of Preſentations. | 

Was ic a deſtroying propriety in his judgment , for the 
former Parliament to rake into taeir hands,and to ſe! away 
the Lands of Biſhops, Deans, and Chapters, which they en« 
joyed as their propricties, wich many rights and priviledges 
not inferior to Preſentations ; which ſome of them had ne. 
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Was the taking the fifth and ewentieth pare of Perſon 

- Eſtates for the good of the whole, 2 efron . 
deed ſome aid ſothen,but we know what they were accoun, 
ted for fo ſaying,no leſs then Malignants. 

Surely thoſe Gentlemen will nor ſo lay of thelaſtrumen 
or model of new Government,or thoſe that madeic, as they 
do of thoſe that paſſed that Vote; Notwirhſtanding ic take 
two hundred thouſand pound per annum, for the c arrying of 
It ON» 

The former Parliament they did not reckon thas they 
went beyond their Power, nor chat they overthrew propries 
ty, whenthey paſſed the A& for the draining of the Fens;gi- 
ving away very much of the Lands, (che chiefeſt propriety ) 
of the owner tothe undertakers in order to Pablick good. 

The fourth Vote, wherenpon followed the D.(ſolution of 
the Parliament,was chatharmleſs Negative of not Complys 
ing with che Report of the Committee; Touching what they 
offcred anthe belt way toeJeX ignorant, prophane, and 

ſcandalous Miniſters; and incouraging them that are good, 
&c. of which two things,and ſo an end of chis diſcourſe; firſt 
of the proceed to it,and inthe Debate of it ; And chen that 
which followed afcer is til the Houſe was Diſſolved: The pro. 
ceed was ſhorely thus: After the aforeſaid Vore had paſſed, 
and ſome of the Gentlemen of the Houſe were in readineſs to 
offer the Bill; The Committee for Tiches to counter-work, 
and keep that off as ſome thought, did on Monday morning 
offer this Report, and many were for the taking of is on; 
others were againſt the medling with it at ehat time, (ome 
moving to have the Bill raken in concerning Preſentatians, 
ſome to fall on things of more preſent concernment, as the 
Bil! for uniting Scotland to England Reaſons were offered on 
every ſide, and after one of che clock the Houſe roſe, and no- 
thing fafined on: The next morning choſethat were for the 
Report tobe taken in the day before, moved again, and the 
other not oppoſing, it was taken in, but not without being 
pat tothe Vote whether the Houſe would take ic in, which 
was carried in the Afﬀicmative,and ſo the Debate began,and 
continued day afcer day, til after one of theelock each day- 
The Speaker being aged, and not able to fir longer : The De- 
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ate was managed day by day with very great ſeriouſneſs, 
many Argaments and Scriptures being alledged. 

The Houſe being evenly poyſed,and great attendance be- 
ing given by the Members, waiting the time of the Vote; 
and though acy Member might by the Rules of the Houſe 
have ſpokznevery day ſolong as the Debate conticued, ye 
ſuch was the modeſtie ſh:zwed , that hardly any on all the 
five dayes ſpake twice; very little of heat or paſſion being 
ſhewed all chat time, oneiy one G:ntleman ortwothat were 
for the Report, ſeeing themſelves and their partic ſoinga- 
ged, flae out a little, complaining of the ex 2nce of Time, 
to have givena check ro the going oa of the 1:bate: But the 
Ocderz of the Huuſe being called tor, by i ue of the other 
fide toihe Speaker, hedeclared itrobe th: right of every 

Re tO be heard, and chart the queſtion cout-:i niz* be ps Co: 
long as any would ſpeak to ic; withall .':2{e Gentlemen 
were told of their reitleſneſs to cake on th D:bate,and how 
now they wanted patience to wait the Ifſe of it: after three 
or four days a Member that was againſt the Report offered 
an Expedient , but was not accepced : At laſt on Saturday 
toward noon the queſtion grew neer asdid alio the end of 
the Pariiament,ſome Members that were againit che Repore 
kaving not ſpoken, and afſaying to ſpeak, were perſwaded 
to forbear, who onely gathered the Ifſye and refuit of the 
whole and lefc it to the Houſe, which was whether upon the 
wholethis in the report was the beft expedient for that end; 
which-fome on the other fide that were fo: the Repote 
perceiving the ſtrefs of che queſtion pur there, moved that 
the word beſt migbt be put out; but it was not admitced, 
having been in the Report all the time of the DcHate : (o 
abour one of the clock che Vote paſſ:d, and upor. dividing 
the Houſe was carried in the Negative: A D:barte of that 
nature and length in ſo great a Counce!l, hardy ever 

' paſſed with ſuch ſoberneſs and lictle heat or paſtion : The 

bulineſs was in ſtatz quo, as to any ones being either 

better or worſe, the report was laid afide, for that rhe firſt 
part of it whereon the other part depended was rej:Qed ; eo 
wic, that the beſt way to eje& ignorant, prophane, and ſcan*- 
dalous Miniſters, and to incourage them that are good, was 
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_ by (ending cercain Commiſſioners impowered todo it: as at 


full hath been pur forth in Printalready : There was at the 
paſſing this Vote 115 Membzrs,whereof 54 were for the affic- 
mative, and 56 forthe negative; and two Gentlemen tellers 
foreach fide, and the Speaker, which makeup that number, 
To go about to tell of the Argaments infiſted on, from the 
Scriptures, and from Zxperience,and other Reaſons of a pru- 
dentiall confideration,wou!d be coo cedious ; that this Vote 
that hurt no bady ſhould occaſion ſuch wqnderfall dilplea- 
ſare, and cat=cry every where is at leaſt wonderfull: If men 
were asked (as icah was) what aileth them? they would 
hardly be abletore)l, ſo well as he did: is it not much, when 
as godly ſober men indiſcharge of their duty and cruſt, for 
the glory of God, and good of their countrey , ſhould leave 
their habications,relations and injoyments, ſpend their xime 
and means to fervetheir Countrey,and beſo rewarded with 
ſcandalous and falſereports, and to have judgment of high 
condemnation paffed on them upon hearſay , withour the 
leaſt ſhew of proof? Is it not much that men of learning,Lea- 
ders, and Teachers of others, tbat would be efteemed godly 
Octhodox Divines, Miniſters of Chriſt, and Preachers of his 
| Goſpel, ſhould be of ſuch a ſpirit and ftrain ſounlike Chriſt 
and the Goſpel,as to utter ſuch ſpeeches in Pulpits, and elſe- 
where? that they meaning thoſe that complyed not in the 
aforementioned Vote, & voted in the 2ther,were the arranteft 
Rogues and Villains that ever the earth bare: That their de- 
fign was worſe then the Ganpowder treaſon : That they 
would have defiroyed the Magiftracy and the Miniftery, the 
Law & the Goſpel,&c. That ir were wel if one of ten of chem 
were harged up,and then there would be happy days:might 
not inquiry be made,what is the matterof this their ſo great 
rageanddiſpleaſure; who hath done them wrong? no queſtt - 
on,bat they would fay:Oh they would have deſtroyed al the 
Minifters,gocod aſwel as bad,and overthrown the Goſpel; for 
ſo they frequently ſay: heinous crimes indeed: but how doth 
ic appear?only thus: they were againii thoſe grievances of the 
Law,and Tithes, and would have h:d thoſe taken away;and 
they would not concur with the Report of the Commitcee in 


order to the ſetling of Tithes, that being in the þottome - 
| | the 
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the Feport; ſo az by theſe mens Logick and concluſion, thoſe 
twopgrievancescf che Law and Tithes.Cwhich rhefefo repro. * 
cChed laboared to have taken away) are she Magpiſtracy and 
Miniftryzthe corrupt Law,or corruption of the Law, are ie 
Magiſtracy;and Tithes they arethe Miniſtry: yea mo.egthe 
Goſpel alfo;but alas,Mapiiiracy can ftand wichout ſach hor. 
rible corcuptions of Law,and the Miniſtry wichouc Tithergas 
it is in other Countries where there is neicher of them. But 
the belly hath: no cars,and therfore no more thall be (ayd. 
The afore-mentioned Vote paſling as it did, choſe Gentlc- 
men that milſed oftheir expeRa:ions,and were crofſ:d of ha- 
ving their wils,greatly feaciny,as itfeemeth, it would golil 
wich thoſe corrupt intereſts of the Lawyers & Clergy, which 
they indeavoured to ſupport: they tock the Fer and were ex* 
ceeding wroth divers of them, and that afternoon and the 
next day(being the Lords day,a day fitcec for better imploy » 
ment)they took Counſel with and among themſelyes, hold- 
ing Cabal:,and there confalting the overthrow and difſolues 
tion of the Houſe,which was as they had declared to all the 
world the fupream Authority or Magiltr.cy, the Parliament 
ofthe Common-wealth of England: is it not mach that Gen 
tle men pretending fo high to wiſdom & godlines.for miſſing 
and having their wils ina Vote cartied in the Negative, 
fhould be induced thereby preſently trotake on ſuch deſpe- 
rate Counſels'and reſolves,and to draw others inco them iIg- 
norantly,forgetting as it !*emeth what they had ſolemly de. 
c] ared before GoJ, and all the world; to wit, that che Houſe 
wes the the Supream Authoriry of the Common. wealth of 
England,which Common: wealth God had highly tonored, 
and made famous chroughout the world; forgetting alſo 
their (eyerity againlt malapare words given in a Petition, 
becauſe it was the ſupream Authority : Whac might foch 
C ounſe!s, Reſolves, and Atings merit by their own Law ? 
h ad they 39 charity in them towards their fellows, becauſe 
croffcd inbat poor Voce? had they loft, or laid afide the 
fezr of Lod,thar they could thus venteretooverthrow Ma» 
tiftracy, even the greateit in the Common wealti £ is 
Pariiamentand fupream Authority, io rhe indangering 
the whole Czule? the Members that they were fo angry 
With 
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